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Physical Crossing Border and Exoticism:
The Secrets of Li Xianglan’s Death

Tengfei WANG

Yoshiko Yamaguchi (Xianglan Li) passed away on Sept. 7, 2014, which led to a heated
debate on the Chinese Internet. Interestingly, in addition to her real death in 2014, there were
at least two public reports on her demise in history, one in 1944 and other in 1945. In light of
these circumstances, this paper argues that the two previous “deaths as passively labelled” and
her death in 2014 both reflect the discourse ecology of society at the time, namely the
confrontation of propaganda which was based on the political needs of Japanese Puppet
Regime and Chongging in 1944 and the Trials of Traitor Movement dominated by nationalist

sentiment and moral discourse in postwar 1945.



